- 16- 



CLAIMS 



A messaging system arranged to allow a user to send a pre- 
specified message to a destination party mail box, said 
messaging system comprising a communications network 
comprising:- 

(i) a messaging server arranged to store one or more pre- 
speclfied messages; 

(ii) an input to tine communications network arranged to receive 
a user input; and 

(iii) a destination party mail box; wherein when a specified user 
input is received at the input, one of the pre-specified 
messages is sent to the destination party maii box from the 
messaging server. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said input 
comprises a terminal connected to the communications network 
and comprising a user interface. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 2 wherein the terminal 
is connected to the messaging server via a communications 
network node such as a private branch exchange. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
messaging server comprises a processor arranged to append 
information received from a user to one of the pre-specified 
messages. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
messaging server comprises a processor arranged to append 
information received from a user to one of the pre-specified 
messages to create a combined message such that in use the 
messaging server is later able to separate the appended 
information from the combined message. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 5 wherein the 
processor is arranged to create the combined message such 
that in use, when the combined message is displayed to a user 
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the appended information is displayed as part of the pre- 
specified message. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
messaging server is a multimedia messaging server. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
destination party mail box is located on a second messaging 
server. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 3 wherein the 
communications network node is arranged to route the 
additional infonnation to the messaging server together with one 
or more control signals that are arranged to indicate that the 
additional information is to be appended to a pre-specified 
message. 

A messaging system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the pre- 
specified messages are stored in a mail box on the messaging 
server, said mail box being associated with the user. 

A method of sending a pre-specified message to a destination 
party mail box in a communications network, said method 
comprising the steps of:- 

storing said pre-specified message at a messaging server in 
the communications network; 

I receiving an input from a user, said input indicating that the 
pre-specified message is to be sent to the destination party 
mail box; and 

) sending the pre-specified message from the messaging 
server to the destination party mail box. 

A method as claimed in claim 1 1 wherein the input is received 
via a terminal. 

A method as claimed in claim 12 which further comprises setting 
up a call between the terminal and the messaging server and 
receiving information from the user via this call, to be appended 
to the pre-specified message. 



A method as claimed in claim 1 3 wherein the call is routed via a 
communications network node between the terminal and the 
messaging server and wherein that communications network 
node is arranged to send a control signal to the messaging 
server, indicating that the received information is to be 
appended to the pre-specified message. 

A messaging server for sending a pre-specified message to a 
destination party mail box in a communications network, said 
messaging server comprising:- 

(i) a store containing the pre-specified message; 

(ii) an input arranged to receive infomiation, said information 
indicating that the pre-specified message is to be sent to the 
destination party mail box; 

(iii) a processor arranged to send the pre-specified message to 
the destination party mail box. 

A communications network comprising a destination party mail 
box and a messaging server for sending a pre-specified 
message to the destination party mail box, said messaging 
server comprising:- 

(i) a store containing the pre-specified message; 

(ii) an input arranged to receive information, said information 
indicating that the pre-specified message is to be sent to the 
destination party mail box; and 

(iii) a processor arranged to send the pre-specified message to 
the destination party mail box. 

A computer program for controlling a messaging server for 
sending a pre-specified message to a destination party mail box 
in a communications network, said computer program being 
arranged to control the messaging server such that:- 

(i) a store containing the pre-specified message is accessed; 
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(ii) information is received at an input, said information 
indicating that the pre-specified message is to be sent to the 
destination party mail box; 

(iii) the pre-specified message is sent to the destination party 
mail box by a processor. 

A communications signal arranged to be routed between a 
terminal and a messaging server, said communications signal 
comprising information and a control signal which indicates that 
the information is to be appended to a pre-specified message at 
the messaging server. 

A communications network node arranged to be connected 
between a terminal and a messaging server, said 
communications network node comprising a processor arranged 
to set up a call between the terminal and the messaging server 
and to route information from the terminal to the messaging 
server using this call, wherein the processor is further arranged 
to send a control signal with the routed information, said control 
signal indicating that the routed information is to be appended to 
a pre-specified message at the message sen/er. 



